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CRIMINAL OFFENSES
(720 ILCS 5/) Criminal Code of 1961.

(720 ILCS S5/Art. 9 heading)
ARTICLE 9., HOMICIDE

(720 ILCS 5/9-1) {frem Ch. 38, par. 9-1)

Sec. 9-1. First degree Murder - Death
penalties - Exceptions - Separate Hearings -
Proaof - Findings - Appellate procedures -
Reversals.

(a)] A person who kills an individual
without lawful FJustification commits first
degree murder if, in performing the acts
which cause the death:

(1) he either intends to kill or do
great bodily harm
to that individual or another, or knows
that such acts will cause death to that
individual or another; or
(2) he knows that such acts create a
strong
probability of death or ¢reat bodily
harm to that individual or another; or
(3) he is attempting or committing a
forcible felony
other than second degree murder.

(b) Aggravating Factors. A defendant who
at the time of the commission of the offense
has attained the age of 18 or more and who
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has been found guilty of first degree murder
may be sentenced tg death if:
(1Y the murdered individual was a
peace officer or
fireman killed in the course of
performing his official duties, to
prevent the performance of his official
duties; or in retaliation for performing
his official duties, and the defendant
knew or should have known that the
murdered individual was a peace officer
or fireman; or
(2) the murdered individual was an
employee of an
institution or facility of the
Department of Corrections, or any
similar local correctional agency,
killed in the course of performing his
official duties, to prevent the
performance of his official duties, or
in retaliation for ‘performing his
official duties, or the murdered
individual was an inmate at such
institution ¢r facility and was killed
on the grounds thereof, or the murdered
individual was otherwise present in such
institution or facility with the
knowledge and approval of the chief
administrative officer thereof; or
{3} the defendant has been convicted
of murdering two

or more individuals under subsection (a)
of this Section or under any law of the
United States or of any state which is
substantially similar to subsection (a)
of this Section regardless of whether
the deaths oc¢curred as the result of the
same act or of several related or
unrelated acts so long as the deaths
were the result of either an intent to
kill more than one person or of separate
acts which the defendant knew would
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cause death or create a strong
probability of death or great bodily
harm to the murdered individuval or
another;
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